Lesson: Welcoming Students New to the School

	Matrix Expectations
	Being Respectful, Kind, Positive

	Context

Identify the location(s) where performance of rule is expected
	Welcoming students occurs in all classrooms throughout the school.  All staff  will want to be a part of welcoming students. Time allocated school  wide for staff to engage in welcoming activities is a best practice to get results.  
Additional time may be allocated to welcome students that are new to the district, this may be accomplished many ways. One example is through a mentor relationship with the teacher ambassador.


	Tell

Introduce the rule and why it is important
	Every new school year, teachers welcome students into their classroom.  Making those who are new to the school feel connected and supported is a crucial part of building a positive classroom and school climate. This supports students to be set up for a successful year.  


	Show
Teacher demonstrates or models the rule.  Teacher models non-examples
	Teacher- Student Connections
During the first week of school set aside time for class meeting session or chat sessions.  You may develop a format for students to talk about their perspective of their new school and to share about themselves.  With these conversations you will begin building a personal relationships and show students that you are interested and can be trusted.  Some questions you might consider to facilitate conversations include:
· What was the best thing that happened in your first few days here?  What happened that was not so great?

· Have you connected with other students at lunchtime?

· How has your bus ride been going?

· Have other students reached out and welcomed and included you?  What is something nice another student has done?

· How is this school different from the one you attended?

· What is something that is confusing or surprising about this school?

· As your teacher, what can I do to make you more comfortable in this building?

· What is something you are really good at that you teacher(s) should make sure you get a chance to do?

· What is your understanding of the Schoolwide expectations? 

· What is your understanding of the academic expectations? 

· What might you need to be successful? 



	Practice
Give students opportunities to connect across all relevant settings
	Facilitating Student-Student Connections 
Students who are new to the school often benefit from having a transition pal or peer mentor.  This person can show them the different locations in the building, invite them to sit with them at lunch and play at recess time. 

As new students enter districts many schools schedule structured activities where new students get to meet classmates.  Some ideas to welcome new students include:

· Icebreaker activities such as personality bingo, find someone who

· Scavenger hunts, games

· Autographing a welcome sign or banner

· Peer interview parties

· Presentation about yourself such as a slide show, brochure or drawing



	Monitor
	Pre-correct/Remind
Anticipate and give students a reminder to perform behavior
	It is important to check in with new students to ensure they feel welcome and are connecting with peer.  

	
	Supervise 
Move, scan, and interact with students
	Interacting with new and veteran students to ensure that reciprocal friendships are forming and that new students feel welcome by their peers. 

	
	Feedback
Observe student performance & give positive, specific feedback to students
	Effective, contingent praise when students are caught being helpful, friendly to one another.


	Reteach

Practice throughout the day
	Provide time throughout the first month of school to engage students in welcoming activities.
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